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Acts of care in material relations through the challenge of using recycled synthetic 
fibers as an aesthetic architectural agenda.

This project invites people to recognize the material properties and the aesthetic merit 
of shredded synthetic textiles in architecture. It hopes to provide light stewardship 
toward a conversation about petroleum-based fibers that we have in abundance. The 
invitation is to see architecture’s value in containing synthetic plastic textiles through 
various methods of binding techniques. By creating a place that draws attention to 
its material properties, prompting a conversation around what the future of shredded 
textiles is, and how we can utilize these fibers in the built environment to reconsider 
our relationship with the material and change its lifecycle. Hopefully through a goal 
of providing hope for a conscious future system that makes sustainable practices 
accessible.
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Post-industrial landscapes, voids left in the fabric of Rust Belt cities, present an 
opportunity for healing, transformation, and the reclamation of a city’s identity. This 
project explores the tangible and intangible impacts of repair on a site that exhibits 
the agency to repair itself. Exploring through clay, as a medium of craft and memory, 
the project anchors a narrative of resilience and continuity of the Hamilton Brickworks 
history as a reflection of its own material making and values the process of creation.

Hamilton Brickworks —once a thriving industrial site—now stands abandoned with 
its past embedded in the physicality of the site and the production of bricks that 
shaped part of the city’s industrial development. By diving deep into the history of 
the Brickworks, this project builds upon research from its past to inform the repair for 
its future. The project aims to reveal what new relationships and experiences can be 
formed between people and the post-industrial landscape.
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having-been, not-yet, making-present
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The current housing stock consists of buildings and units that are meant to be used as 
investment properties rather than permanent or long-term homes for people. There is 
a dire need of good housing that isn’t only livable but truly desired. The government of 
Calgary is putting significant funding and resources into converting structurally vacant 
offices into residential buildings as a part of a larger “Reinvention” of the greater-
downtown Calgary while the city finds itself with a 30% office vacancy rate. Calgarians 
have clearly signalled their needs and expressed what they want their city to be like. 
Through the creation of a guidebook targeted towards developers, policy-makers and 
more, the goal is to reframe the narrative and imagine these vacant structures as 
opportunities to create good housing for real people.
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