ARCH 520 Studio Fall 2025 Roecker

Home Otherwise - Studio

Architecture, Agency, and Collective Housing Futures

Tuesdays & Fridays 1:30 - 6:00
SALA Lasserre Studio
Inge Roecker

Overview

This studio challenges students to rethink the architect’s role in the production of housing - shifting
away from design as a top-down solution and toward architecture as a tool for supporting
community-led processes. Grounded in principles of collective ownership, participatory
development, reparative justice, and intentional living, the studio asks: How can architecture
support people in gaining agency over their spaces, rather than prescribing them?

Students will explore alternative housing models that resist speculative development and the
commodification of land such as co-operatives, community land trusts, self-build settlements, and
other forms of incremental, self-directed housing. These models will be critically examined through
case studies, site research, readings, and conversations with guest collaborators.

Our work will be rooted in engagement with RePlan False Creek South and the False Creek
South Neighbourhood Association, whose mission is to preserve and enhance this unique
Vancouver community beyond lease end. RePlan will ground the studio in the political and spatial
realities of an aging yet deeply intentional housing experiment. While our collaborators bring the
“why” and “what,” the studio will collectively explore the “how.”

Through collaborative inquiry and speculative design, students will produce frameworks, drawings,
and narratives that contribute to a shared guide for self-building and incremental housing. This
guide will be rooted in values of care, autonomy, and long-term stewardship.

This studio asks you to look closely at how architecture is involved in unfair systems, and to
imagine what it means to design with communities, not just for them.
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Key Demands: Redistribute Power in the Housing Process and Legitimize and Support
Incremental, Self-Directed Building

Studio Structure

Students will work individually or in small groups to develop speculative proposals that respond to
community-led housing models. The studio will move through three phases: grounding the model,
spatializing the vision, and executing a design proposition. Work will be informed by research,
dialogue with community collaborators, and iterative design exploration.

Exercise 1: Defining the Model and Its Ecosystem

1.A - The Dream: Defining the Housing Model

1.B - The Status Quo and the Reaction

1.C — The Ecosystem: Mapping the Interdependencies

Exercise 2: Spatializing the Vision

2.A - Architecture as Enabler

2.B - Visioning In ndent Project

Exercise 3: Execution and Reflection

3.A - Execution of the Dream

3.B - Presentation and Collective Assembly
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