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◊ BIOGEOCLIMACTIC ZONES
: a classification system that infers the 
combined ecological effects of climate and 
soil using  data from climax vegetation 
communities.  These zones are migrating 
northward and into higher elevations with our 
warming climate.

◊ BURNING MAN
: perhaps one of the more quintessential 
examples of a heterotopia.  Held in Black 
Rock City, Nevada, Burning Man is an annual, 
week-long event where the normal social order 
is upended by alternative behaviours and 
economies.  Quite literally, an “other space”, 
the event supports a temporary community 
that engages in distinct and at times deviant 
forms of ritual (burnings at the Temple), 
dress (experimental costume forms), and 
relationships (human branding and erotic 
pageantry).

◊ CH’ICH ELIWXIH
: indigenous name of the Mount Seymour 
watershed and the village that was located 
at the mouth of Mount Seymour River.  It 
is thought that it may be derived from the 
Squamish word “chi’ich” for pure land.

◊ COUNTER CULTURE
: a term to refer to a group of people, or a 
movement, whose values are decidedly against 
those of the governing culture.  Counter 
cultures often try to actively resist and or 
subvert mainstream cultural norms, potentially 
creating spatial and temporal heterotopias.

◊ DUNE, ARRAKEN CONSERVATORY
: a secret water garden that is featured in the 
book Dune, written by Frank Herbert in 1965.  
Essentially a hidden paradise on the desert 
planet Arrakis, the water garden is a room 
hidden within the Arrakeen Residency complex 
and houses exotic wet-climate plants such as 
orchids and mosses. 

◊ FAILURE
: students are encouraged throughout the 
term to take risks and embrace uncertainty in 
their design explorations, representations, and 
propositions. 

◊ FIELD TRIP
: during the first month, the studio will take a 
field trip to Mount Seymour where we will hike 
up to First-Pump and walk the base grounds.  
Day and time will be contingent on weather, 
transport, and schedules.

◊ FIGHT CLUB
: originally a 1996 novel written by 
Chuck Palahniuk but later adapted to 
the screen in 1999 by David Fincher.  
The film features a secret underground 
fight club where those looking to 
escape their mundane everyday lives 
engage in bare-knuckle fist fights: 
violent behaviour is given a permissible 
world unto itself.

◊ GROUP WORK
: is expected in the beginning of the term for 
common research topics and site models.  Final 
projects may be individual or in groups.

◊ HETEROTOPIA
: from the Greek words ‘heteros’ meaning 
other or distinct and ‘topos’ meaning place, the 
word quite literally means ‘other place’.  While 
popularized by philosopher Michael Foucault, 
the term was primarily used in the medical 
and biological fields to refer to a specific tissue 
growing outside its normal siting.

◊ MODELS 
: in all forms 
— conceptual, 
working, and final 
— models will be 
instrumentalized 
regularly in this 
studio. In addition 
to craft, students 
will be expected 
to experiment 
with materials and 
actively cultivate 
forms of invention.  
Helpful precedents 
will include models from Smout Allen and 
Flores and Prats.

A design studio that frames 
the current mt. seymour ski 
development plan as a proxy 
to explore how heterotopias 
may serve as a looking glass 

into governing cultures and 
norms — bringing into the 
fold questions around delight, 
dissent, futuring, and planetary 
stewardship.
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◊ MOUNT SEYMOUR
: a mountain that is part of the larger North 
Shore Mountain range with a summit of 
1,449m or 4,754 ft above the Indian River.  The 
mountain was substantially logged during the 
late 1800s to the early 1900s with a particular 
targeting of large Western Red Cedars and 
Douglas Fir trees.  Today, it is frequently visited 
for recreation uses including hiking, mountain 
biking, and skiing.

◊ MOUNT SEYMOUR SKI RESORT
: first established in 1938 by Swedish immigrant 
Harald Enqvist, the ski resort began with a 
modest lodge that first formalized downhill 
skiing on the mountain. In 1949, the Province 
purchased the ski area only to sell it in 1984 to 
the Wood family, who continues to own and 
operate the ski hill today.  During the 80s, the 
resort was largely responsible for welcoming 
the counter culture of snowboarding into 
the North Shore mountain scene when most 
North American ski resorts discouraged 
snowboarders. Due to climate change, the 
resort is currently reviewing a development 
plan that proposes to expand recreation sites 
and downhill terrain.

◊ PROGRAM
: is dependent on each student’s individual 
interest but must remain a heterotopic 
program.  For example, students may choose 
to maintain the heterotopia of a ski resort, 
including how it might redefine itself in 
response to a changing climate, or they may 
choose to develop an alternative heterotopia 
program born from their observations and 
critiques of today’s conditions and projections. 

◊ PLAY
: critical to this studio in how you will be asked 
to experiment and think outside of expected 
conventions.  “Playfulness is about allowing 
yourself to leap... to jump sideways, to look at 
things obliquely (so) that you may come to see 
things anew.” - Psychologist Edith Ackerman 

◊ SCHEDULE
: roughly organized into three phases.  
Research for 2.5 weeks, ideation for 2.5 weeks, 
and final project development for 6 weeks.

◊ SITE
: the area of the existing Mount Seymour 
ski resort as well as the area of its future 
development plans.  Students will need to 
decide what part of the site is relevant to their 
projects and how much of the area to engage 
and represent.

◊ SKIING / SNOWBOARDING
: not required.

◊ SNOW
: an endangered form of precipitation 
that comes in many forms depending on 
atmospheric conditions.  Reduced snow pack 
and a higher snow line due to a warming 
climate are creating significant ecological 
challenges.  Within this context, the future of 
several snow-dependent economies, like ski 
resorts, is uncertain and precarious.

◊ SPIRITED AWAY
: directed by Hayao Miyazaki and released in 
2001, the animation predominantly takes place 
in a supernatural bathhouse that comes alive 
at night where spirits of all shapes and sizes 
can come to eat, sauna, and recreate outside 
of the human world.  Several of Miyazaki’s 
films offer heterotopic spaces and landscapes. 
Examples include: Howl’s Moving Castle, 
Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind, and Castle 
in the Sky.

◊ STRUCTURE
: students will develop a single project 
throughout the course of the semester.  The 
first phase of the studio will ask students 
to consider heterotopia as a reflection and 
juxtaposition of present day norms as well as 
Mount Seymour as a site of changing climate 
and ecology.  These two elements will come 
together in the second phase as project 
ideation begins.  In the final phase of the 
studio, students will develop a design proposal 
of a heterotopia of their choosing that is 
reflective of their position in thinking about 
our planetary futures.

◊ TIME
: the role of both chronos and kairos, as varying 
constructions of time, will be considered in 
the context of heterotopia.  Chronos being 
a form of time we are more familiar with — 
linear, measured, and industrial — while Kairos 
privileges moments as formulations of time, 
thus interrupting Chronos time.

◊ WRECK BEACH
: a clothing-optional beach located at the 
western most point of what is commonly 
called the Pacific Spirit Regional Park.  In 
more recent history, particularly in the 
60s and 70s, a counterculture emerged at 
Wreck Beach as a kind of 
anti-establishment for 
environmental grassroots, 
queer communities, 
naturism, and self-policing.  
Today, it continues to be a 
heterotopic landscape.
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